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CHAPTER 951
Fair Housing

951.01 Policy. 951.07 Posting of notices.
951.02 Scope. 951.08 Proceedings on complaint
951.03 Definitions. and enforcement.
951.04 Discrimination in the sale 951.09 Other legal actions.

or rental of housing. 951.10 Effect as to the physically
951.05 Discrimination in the handicapped.

financing of housing. 951.11 Rental discounting.
951.06 Discrimination in the 951.99 Penalty.

provision of brokerage

services.

CROSS REFERENCES
Unlawful discriminatory practices - see Ohio R.C. Ch. 4112.02
Interfering with civil rights - see GEN. OFF. 925.13
Ethnic intimidation - see GEN. OFF. 941.08

951.01 POLICY.
It is hereby designated to be the continuing policy of the City to do all things necessary
and proper to secure for all citizens their rights to equal housing opportunities regardless of their

race, color, national origin, sex, handicap, religious beliefs, ancestry or familial status.
(Ord. 2001-69. Passed 9-17-01.)

951.02 SCOPE.

The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all housing located within the territorial
limits of the City. ,
(Ord. 1978-47. Passed 4-17-78.)

951.03 DEFINITIONS.

As used in this chapter:

(a) "Dwelling" means any building, structure or portion thereof which is occupied
as, or designed or intended for occupancy as a residence by one or more
families, and any vacant land which is offered for sale or lease for the
construction or location thereon of any such building, structure or portion thereof.

(b) "Family" includes a singie individual.
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(h)

(i)

"Person” includes one or more individuals, corporations, partnerships,
associations, labor organizations, legal representatives, mutual companies, joint
stock companies, trusts, unincorporated organizations, trustees in bankruptcy,
receivers and fiduciaries. It also includes, but is not limited to any owner, lessor,
assignor, builder, manager, broker, salesman, agent, empioyee, lending
institution, and the City of Berea, the State of Ohio and all City and state
authorities, agencies, boards and commissions. (Ord. 89-100. Passed 6-5-89.)
“Discrimination” means to render any difference in treatment to any person in the
sale, lease, rental or financing of a dwelling or housing unit because of a person’s
race, color, national origin, sex, handicap, religious belief, ancestry or familial
status. (Ord. 2001-69. Passed 9-17-01.)

"To rent" includes a lease, to sublease, to let and otherwise to grant for a
consideration the right to occupy premises not owned by the occupants.
“Discriminatory housing practice” means any act that is unlawful as designated
by this chapter.

"Bona fide offer" means an offer which meets a price agreeable to the offeree
and is made in good faith without deceit, fraud or collusion, and which the offeror
intends and is willing and able to perform. (Ord. 89-100. Passed 6-5-89.)
“Handicap” means a medically diagnosed abnormal condition resulting from
anatomical, physical or psychological abnormalities which are demonstrable by
medically acceptable clinical and laboratory diagnostic techniques, and which is
expected to continue for a considerable length of time, whether correctable or
uncorrectable by medical practice, and which, within reasonable medical
certainty, substantially limits one or more of the person’s major life activities.
Handicap shall not include conditions of habitual drunkenness or addiction to
controlled substances. (Ord. 2001-69. Passed 9-17-01.)

"Special Prosecutor” means an attorney at law licensed to practice law in the State
who 1is appointed to assist the Prosecuting Attorney as special counsel pursuant
to Chapter 123 of the Codified Ordinances in all proceedings pursuant to this
chapter. (Ord. 89-100. Passed 6-5-89.)

951.04 DISCRIMINATION IN THE SALE OR RENTAL OF HOUSING.
It shall be unlawful for any person to:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Refuse to sell or rent after the making of a bona fide offer, or to refuse to
ncgotiate for the sale or rental of, or otherwise make unavailable or deny, a
dwelling to any person because of race, color, national origin, sex, handicap,
religious belief, ancestry or familial status.

Discriminate against any person in the terms, conditions or privileges of sale or
rental of a dwelling, or in the provision of services or facilities in connection
therewith, because of race, color, national origin, sex, handicap, religious belief,
ancestry or familial status.

Make, print, publish or cause to be made, printed or published any notice,
statement, or advertisement, with respect to the sale or rental of a dwelling that
indicates any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color,
national origin, sex, handicap, religious belief, ancestry or familial status.
Represent to any person because of race, color, national origin, sex, handicap,
religious belief, ancestry or familial status that any dwelling is not available for
inspection, sale or rental when such dwelling is, in fact, so available.
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