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CITY OF ASHTABULA

CHAPTER 515
Fair Housing

515.01 Designation of policy. 515.05 Fair Housing Board.

515.02 Definitions. 51506 Procedures and enforcement.
515.03 Unlawful housing practices. 515.07 Scope.

515.04 Posting of notices. 515.08 Other legal action.

CROSS REFERENCES
Unlawful housing practices - see Ohio R.C. 4112.02
Interfering with civil rights - see GEN. OFF. 525.13
Ethnic intimidation - see GEN. OFF. 541.08

515.01 DESIGNATION OF POLICY.
It is hereby designated to be the continuing policy of the City to do all things necessary and
proper to secure for all its citizens their right to equal housing opportunities regardless of their race,

color, creed, sex, marital status, religious belief, national origin, age, handicap or familial status.
(Ord. 1990-110. Passed 4-30-90.)

515.02 DEFINITIONS.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have these meanings:

(a) "Real Estate Agent" includes any real estate broker, real estate salesman or an agent
thereof, or any other person, partnership, association or corporation who for
consideration sells, purchases, exchanges, rents, negotiates, offers or attempts to
negotiate the sale, purchase, exchange or rental of real property or holds himself
out as engaged in the business of selling, purchasing, exchanging, renting or
otherwise transferring any interest in real property.

(b) "Board" means the Fair Housing Board created by this chapter.

(c) "Discrimination,” "discriminating" or "discriminate" means to render any
difference in treatment to any person in the sale, lease, rental or financing of a
dwelling or housing unit because of a person’s race, color, creed, sex, marital status,
religious belief, national origin, age, handicap or familial status.
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CITY OF ASHTABULA GENERAL OFFENSES CODE 34D

(d

(e)

®

(2)

(h)
(@

@

(k)

M

"Housing" includes any building, facility or structure or portion thereof which is
used or occupied or is intended, arranged or designed to be used or occupied as the
home, residence or sleeping place of one or more persons, groups or families and
any vacant land offered for sale or lease for the construction or location thereon of
such building, facility or structure.
"Lending institution” means any bank, insurance company, savings and loan
association or any other person or organization regularly engaged in the business
of lending money or guaranteeing loans.
"Person” means one or more individuals, corporations, partnerships, associations,
labor organizations, legal representative, mutual companies, joint stock companies,
trusts, unincorporated organizations, trustees, trustees in bankruptcy, receivers and
fiduciaries.
"Landlord" means a person who is the owner, lessor or sublessor of housing, his
agent or any person authorized by him to manage the premises or to receive rent
from or through a tenant under a rental agreement.
"Tenant” means a person enfitled under a rental agreement to the use and
occupancy of housing to the exclusion of others.
"Handicap” means a medically diagnosable abnormal condition which is expected
to continue for a considerable length of time, whether correctable or uncorrectable
by good medical practice, which can reasonably be expected to limit the person's
functiona! ability, including, but not limited to, seeing, hearing, thinking,
ambulatory, climbing, descending, lifting, grasping, sitting, rising, any related
function, or any limitation due to weakness and significantly decreased endurance,
to that he/she can not perform his/her everyday routine living and working without
significantly increased hardship and vulnerability to what are considered the
everyday obstacles and hazards encountered by the handicapped.
"Guide dog" means a dog or other animal that serves as a guide or leader for a blind
person or as a listener for a deaf person or that provides support or assistance for
amobility impaired person, provided that such person can show proofby certificate
or other means that the dog leading him/her, listening for him/her, or providing
support or assistance for him/her has been trained for that purpose by a nonprofit
special agency engaged in such work.
"Blind" means either of the following:
(1 Vision twenty/two hundred or less in the better eye with proper correction;
or
(2) Field defect in the better eye with proper correction which contracts the
peripheral field so that the diameter of the visual field subtends an angle no
greater than twenty degrees.
"Mobility impaired person" means any person, regardless of age, who is subject to
a physiological defect or deficiency regardless of its cause, nature or extent that
renders the person unable to move about without the aid of crutches, a wheelchair
or any other form of support, or that limits the person's functional ability to
ambulate, climb, descend, sit, rise or to perform any related function.
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City of Ashtabula Fair Housing 515.03

(m)

"Familial status" means one or more individuals, who have not attained the age of

eighteen years, being domiciled with:

() A parent or another person having legal custody of such individual or
individuals; or

(2) The designee of such parent or other person having such custody, with the
written permission of such parent or other person.

The protections afforded against discrimination on the basis of familial status shall

apply to any person who is pregnant or is in the process of securing legal custody

of any individual who has not attained the age of eighteen years.

(Ord. 1990-110. Passed 4-30-90.)

515.03 UNLAWFUL HOUSING PRACTICES.
It shall be an unlawful housing practice and a violation of this chapter:

(a)

®)

For any person or real estate agent:

1 To discriminate against any person in the selling, leasing, subleasing,
renting, assigning or otherwise transferring of any interest ina housing unit;

2 To discriminate against any person by refusing to negotiate, making false
representations on the availability of the housing unit or withdrawing from
the market a housing unit which is for sale, lease, sublease or rental;

(3) To include in the terms, conditions, privileges of any sale, lease, sublease,
rental, assignment or other transfer of any housing, any clause, condition
or restriction discriminating against any person in the use or occupancy of
such housing;

4 To discriminate in the furnishing of any facilities, repairs, improvements or
services or in the terms, conditions, privileges or tenure of occupancy of
any person; or

3 To deprive a blind, deaf or mobility impaired person of any facilities,
repairs, improvements or services or in the terms, conditions, privileges ot
tenure of occupancy of any such person, or to charge the blind, deaf or
mobility impaired person a fee or charge for a guide dog, except that:

A. A landlord, real estate agent or other person required to modify the
premises, nor shall such landlord, real estate agent or other person
be held to a higher standard of care than that provided other tenants
or persons.

B. A guide dog user shall be liable for any damage the dog might do
to the housing.

C. This section shall not affect, modify or render invalid any other
specific or general laws of the City, the State of Ohio or the United
States which relate to dogs and/or animals.

For any lending institution to discriminate in lending money, guaranteeing loans,

accepting a deed of trust or mortgage or otherwise making available funds for the

purchase, acquisition, construction, alteration, rehabilitation, repair or maintenance
of any housing or discriminate in the fixing of the rates, terms, conditions or
provisions of any such financial assistance.
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